
THE ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

 

No Other Gospel is Worth the Cost 
 

Galatians 6:11-18 (NIV)  
11 See what large letters I use as I write to you with my own hand! 12 Those who want to impress people by means of the flesh are trying to 
compel you to be circumcised. The only reason they do this is to avoid being persecuted for the cross of Christ. 13 Not even those who are 

circumcised keep the law, yet they want you to be circumcised that they may boast about your circumcision in the flesh. 14 May I never boast 
except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 15 Neither circumcision nor 

uncircumcision means anything; what counts is the new creation. 16 Peace and mercy to all who follow this rule—to the Israel of God. 17 From 
now on, let no one cause me trouble, for I bear on my body the marks of Jesus. 18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, 

brothers and sisters. Amen.  

Have you ever pictured what the Apostle Paul looked like? We don’t get a physical description of him, just like we don’t get one of 
Jesus. Try to picture this man – one who had frequently been imprisoned, one who had been flogged five times, beaten with rods 
three times. Imagine the scars that he would have if you ever saw his back. One time, people hurled rocks and stones at him until 
they thought he was dead. Imagine the deformities he would have had, places where bones would have been broken. He was 
shipwrecked three times and spent a night and a day in the open sea. How weathered and cracked his skin would have been. When 
Paul came to the Galatians, he came with an illness, one that was a trial to the them. He was not a strong looking man with good 
health. He probably had a limp, maybe a shaky hand. Maybe he didn’t see well and that’s why he wrote in such large letters to the 
Galatians. Paul did not have the physical appearance of a champion. He did not look prosperous. He did not look well taken care of. 
He looked like a man who had experienced a whole lot of pain.  

Paul experienced all these persecutions, all these pains, because he preached and boasted in the cross of Christ. He taught that Jesus 
“gave himself for our sins to rescue us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father.” (Galatians 1:4) Christ 
had done everything to make us right with God, paid for our sins with his death so that we would be declared not guilty - justified 
before him. He gave us this standing through the faith, the trust, that the Holy Spirit worked in our hearts. In baptism, God clothed 
us with Christ and his perfection and adopted us as his children, made us a part of his holy family. By what God has done for us, he 
freed us from obligation to the law to try to earn God’s favor and love. Because of the Gospel, because God has done all this for us, 
he enables us to walk in step with the Holy Spirit. Paul would not compromise on this Gospel that he preached because there was no 
other. The proof was all over his physical appearance. As he wrote, “I bear on my body the marks of Jesus.” (verse 17) 

These Judaizers, the people who insisted on circumcision and following the Old Testament dietary laws and special days and months 
and years in order to be saved, they looked at Paul and thought: “I don’t want that. You probably don’t want to look like that either. 
We can avoid this. If you just get circumcised, if you just do these additional things, you don’t have to get persecuted. You will be 
accepted by the Jews. Life will go well.” And they were right. If they got circumcised, if they lived like Old Testament Jews, they could 
avoid persecution. Paul points this out: “The only reason they do this is to avoid being persecuted for the cross of Christ.” (verse 12) 
They deemed that the Gospel, the cross of Christ, was not worth being persecuted for. 

Is the Gospel worth the cost? Is it worth living for? Is it worth dying for? In some ways it’s easier to say that the Gospel is worth 
dying for. If a gun is held to your head and you are demanded to denounce your faith in the Gospel, in God as the one who saved 
you, you might have a moment of hesitation. However, you know that if this is the end of your life, so also ends your suffering, your 
pain, your persecution. Because God has clothed you with Christ and his works, you are going straight to heaven where there is no 
more death or crying or mourning or pain. If you die believing the Gospel, you know you will be embraced by God.  

It's something else to live for the Gospel in the face of persecution. There is a cost to it. When you live for the Gospel, you get up day 
after day knowing that people are going to hurt you again and again. To live for the Gospel means getting up like Paul after he was 
stoned nearly to death and then head right back in for more. To hold to God having done everything for us to accomplish our 
perfection and not to add anything to what he has done, this will keep you from joining in with other faiths. These faiths are not just 
nameless faces. These are people that we maybe live with, work with, go to school with. If we hold to the Gospel unswervingly, it 
will cost us friendships. It will make divisions between us and others. It may mean that you get ostracized, disowned even, from your 
family. It may mean that you will never progress at work. It may mean that you are passed over for things at school. It may mean 
that people will look for ways to get rid of you and replace you with someone who thinks and acts like they do.  



This makes it very enticing then when someone comes along and says, “Hey, I can give you all the benefits of this Gospel if you just 
do these couple of other little things, some extra rules from extra books. Don’t drink any alcohol. Don’t be so narrow-minded and 
stubborn on what the Bible says. Believe what we believe.” Admittedly, we want the pain and suffering and isolation to end. We 
don’t enjoy those things. We want to keep our family and friends. We want a life that is easier. We want acceptance. We want to 
prosper. If I just do these couple of things they ask, then I don’t have to hurt like this anymore. Maybe I should just do them. Is the 
Gospel worth the cost of all this pain and persecution?  

If you add to the Gospel, if you add something in like circumcision as a necessity to be saved by God, what is the cost? As Paul said 
earlier in this letter, “Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at all. 
Again I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole law.” (Galatians 5:2-3) If we add 
anything to the Gospel, we are telling God that he did not do enough to save us. We are saying that we have to add just a little bit 
more to be saved. This means Christ worthless to us. It means that Christ didn’t actually do everything necessary to save us. And so 
we alienate ourselves from Christ and have to then live perfectly to save ourselves – which we can never do. If we add to the Gospel, 
it stops being the Gospel. Our salvation turns to damnation, eternal separation from God.  

Why turn from this one and only Gospel? So that we, like the Judaizers, can be accepted and avoid being persecuted for the message 
of the cross of Christ. But realize that the people encouraging the Galatians and us to add something to the Gospel are not doing this 
for our sake. They are doing it for their own glory. Paul wrote, “Not even those who are circumcised keep the law, yet they want you 
to be circumcised that they may boast about your circumcision in the flesh.” (verse 14) They don’t want you to get circumcised to 
save you, but to put another victory mark on their record, like the aerial victory markings that pilots put on their jets to showcase 
their success, their accomplishments.  

How the Judaizers treated people getting circumcised would be like us putting a little stick figure up on the side of the church for 
every baptism and every confirmation we do. We, as a church, certainly keep records of these things, but not so that we can boast 
about we have done. No, just as the Gospel always has been, we remember and record these events, even put them up on Facebook 
and the like, to praise God for the great things he accomplishes. He washes away our sins and clothes us with Christ, making us 
worthy before him. That’s his work. When someone professes that they believe that Jesus has done everything to save them from 
their sin and bring them to their eternal home in heaven, that’s the work of God the Holy Spirit, not me, not you. The Gospel is God’s 
victory given to us. All praise and glory goes to him, not us.  

If we add our own works to the Gospel and so alienate ourselves from Christ, this is an aerial victory marking for Satan. He considers 
it a win for him when we crash and burn as we try to earn our own way to heaven, when we trust in ourselves and not in Christ 
alone. He just wants to see us burn. He wants to see us cast away from God, forsaken by him forever. He wants us to suffer as he has 
to suffer as a prisoner in hell.  

If we add just a little bit to the Gospel or take a little bit away, there are things in life that will be a little easier, times where you will 
avoid some persecution. But this is temporary. It will not last. It is appealing to have that temporary relief, but how much more we 
lose when we give up any piece of the Gospel.  

Is holding to the one and only Gospel worth the cost? Paul thought so, and this coming from a man who once gave the marks of 
Jesus to others as he persecuted them for believing in Christ alone for their salvation and their righteousness. Every scar, every welt, 
every bruise, every broken bone, and every broken heart for the Gospel was worth it to him. These marks of Jesus that Paul bore on 
his body made him look forward to and long for that day when all the persecution ended and he lived with God free from all pain 
and suffering forever! This is where Paul found peace even while being persecuted. “Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means 
anything; what counts is the new creation. Peace and mercy to all who follow this rule—to the Israel of God.” (verses 15-16) Even 
with the marks of persecution we bear – physical or emotional, we have this peace and mercy as the Israel of God when we believe 
in no other Gospel than the one God revealed to us here in the Bible. 

Paul boasted in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. The world could put all sorts of marks on his body for holding to the Gospel, but it 
was worth it. For the peace of knowing that your sins are forgiven, for the comfort in knowing that God’s mercy means that you are 
clothed with Christ, for the grace in knowing that God has declared you “not guilty” and that you will live with him forever in heaven, 
the Gospel is worth it. No other Gospel is worth the cost. Amen.  
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